
USELESS WINDMILLS 

January 9, 2014 

From: seller99@msn.com 

To: kristen.gottlieb@legislature.maine.gov 

Subject: USELESS WINDMILLS 

Date: Wed, 8 Jan 2014 07:34:54 -0500 

Please forward this email to the members of the committee and add my email to your distribution 

list. 

The attached docs expose the risk we are assuming needlessly by constructing windmills that 

may never come online, or once online can't be serviced in the future and they become silent 

sentries to our inability to understand the fundamental difference between a theory and its 

practical application in the physical world. 

This is tantamount to building an oil refinery with no source of oil within our national borders. 

Michael Doyle 

www.falmouthtoday.me 

766.6644 

------------------------------------------ 

December 6, 2008 

Voice of the People 

RE: Auto Bailout 

It will be a gigantic waste of tax dollars if the big three don’t or can’t restructure their debt.  

Secured creditors must face a deep write down on their holdings.  At any foreseeable sales 

volume the current debt load cannot be carried.  Having said that, are we bridging to the next 

generation of vehicles?  If so, has anyone done the necessary down stream research for the 

consequences for America to replace over time our oil based 200 million vehicles with a battery 

or combination battery/oil powered fleet? 

The facts are almost as dire as we currently face with OPEC.  Battery technology is dependent on 

several elements such as lithium, cobalt, and a few other similar rare materials.  The amount 
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needed of these rare elements to power a vehicle is vastly greater than what is needed to power a 

camera or laptop computer.  How rare you ask?  So rare they are found in only a few countries 

on this planet.  America is not one of those countries.  The countries that we will be dependent 

upon for these elements may not be politically stable and/or friendly to us.  Imagine life here 

with no oil based vehicles and an embargo on battery components.  Because of the danger to our 

economy such a conversion could cause any bailout, that leads us down an even more 

unsustainable road, should be viewed as a mega disaster waiting for Congressional approval. 

Sincerely, 

Michael Doyle 

3 Shady Lane 

Falmouth, ME 04105 

766.6644 

---------------------------------- 

October 6, 2010 

Voice of the People 

Whoa, what I wrote about in my letter printed on 12-14-08 has started based on the article today; 

page C9, China to curb production of rare earth materials.  This is only the beginning, 

“…looming shortages caused by China’s cuts to exports that account for more than 97% of 

world supply.” 

 

The amount of rare earth needed to propel a Toyota Prius is 22 pounds.  To run a three-megawatt 

wind turbine it takes a ton.  The use of this material ranges across the spectrum from missiles, 

hybrid cars, BlackBerrys, and cameras.  At the current price of $50 per 2.2 pounds it would cost 

nearly $50,000 for a wind turbine battery pack.  With world demand about to double from 

125,000 tons to 225,000 tons in five years will we be able to buy what we need to run all our 

computers much less wind turbines? 

 

Before we build an ocean of windmills on land or at sea wouldn’t it make sense to pause to 

consider that the very materials required to make the turbines operational may never be available 

in America? 

 

Michael Doyle 

3 Shady Lane 

Falmouth, ME 

 

766.6644 


